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01   PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It is with pleasure to present the SBA 2026 

President’s Report. 

Another year has passed and the SBA continues to 

maintain it’s operational strength and strategic 

focus. Thank you all for your continued 

commitment as this is what makes the SBA such a 

welcoming, thriving basketball community and a 

real asset to the wider Bayside community, 

bringing people together and building healthy, 

active habits for thousands of local families.  

It has been a fantastic year for SBA, both on and 

off the court. Our Domestic and Representative 

teams have continued to perform at the highest 

level, with strong results across every grade and 

age group, and junior participation remaining at 

record highs—a wonderful reflection of the depth 

and health of our basketball community. Off the 

court, our facilities, programs and events have 

gone from strength to strength. Above all, it is the 

improvement and enjoyment of every player, at 

every level, that remains our proudest 

achievement as an Association.  

None of this happens without the outstanding 

work of our SBA Operations team. Their 

professionalism, dedication and calm hands 

behind the scenes keep all of our courts running, 

our competitions organised and our community 

events delivered to the highest standard, week in 

and week out. On behalf of the whole SBA 

community, thank you for everything you do—

you are the engine room of this Association.  

Our Board has continued to provide strong, 

considered governance throughout the year, and I 

want to thank every Board member for their time, 

insight and commitment to SBA. We were 

delighted to welcome Marty Pask and Lisa Curtis 

to the Board this year, and I have every 

confidence their fresh perspectives and energy 

will serve SBA well in the years ahead. I am also 

pleased to report the Board has successfully 

delivered on the 2025 SBA Board Succession Plan, 

and I warmly congratulate Paul Jasniach, who 

moves from the Treasurer role into the position of 

President—SBA will be in excellent hands under 

his leadership. I also thank those Board members 

who have continued their service, and everyone 

who has contributed to the Board’s work over the 

past year.  

This is my final President’s Report, after seven 

wonderful years in the role. It has been the 

privilege of a lifetime to serve this Association, 

and I want to sincerely thank everyone—our 

members, Domestic Clubs, coaches, officials, 

volunteers, our CEO and staff, and my fellow 

Board members—for your incredible support, 

trust and friendship over these years.  

SBA is an extraordinary community, and I leave 

the role with great confidence in its future. I look 

forward, as a proud member, to watching SBA 

continue to evolve and grow in the years ahead.  

With heartfelt thanks and best wishes for SBA’s 

future. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Phil McFarlane 

SBA President  
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02   CEO’S REPORT 
 

NBL1 South saw both our Men’s and Women’s 

teams reach the finals in 2026 – a fantastic 

achievement for the club, though neither side was 

able to go all the way to the championship. I’d like 

to thank both playing groups, coaching staff and 

team management for their efforts throughout 

the season. 

David Barlow continues as Head Coach and player 

of the Men’s team, and I’m pleased that Cheryl is 

set to return in 2027. 

In 2026 we had 51 Junior Sabre teams 

representing the SBA in Basketball Victoria’s VJBL 

competition, and I’m proud to share that the SBA 

was awarded 2024/25 VJBL Association of the 

Year by Basketball Victoria – a fantastic 

recognition of everyone’s hard work across the 

Association. 13 of our teams made it through to 

the VC, the most teams we’ve ever had reach that 

level. 

Our Domestic competition continues to grow, 

with 778 Junior teams (6,454 players) and 181 

Senior teams (1,514 players) registered for the 

2026 season – 959 teams and close to 8,000 

players across our competitions. 

 

A special mention to all the Coaches, Assistant 

Coaches and Team Managers supporting our 

playing group in the Junior competitions; well, 

done. 

Without our Referees there would be no 

basketball, they do a great job to ensure the SBA 

competitions continue. Please show your 

appreciation to all our Referees, it’s a challenging 

role that they play and perform well in. 

The Operations Team at the SBA have again 

delivered an excellent result across all our 

competitions and programs. A big thank you and 

acknowledgement of the work they continue to 

do year on year: Vicki, Sophie, Kristelle, Danni, 

Greg, Tash, Evan, Skye, Shaun, Amy and Simon. 

A special mention to the SBA sponsors for their 

continued support, truly appreciated for what you 

provide.  

In closing, a special thank you to Phil McFarlane, 

departing SBA President, for his excellent tenure 

and the great asset he has been to the 

Association. I’d like to welcome Paul Jasniach as 

the new SBA President. Thank you to Paul and the 

Board who continue to develop and refine the 

strategy of the SBA, supporting the Operations 

team to ensure we continue to provide the values 

that the SBA represents: Trust, Respect, Integrity, 

Excellence and Wellbeing. 

 

Craig Weir 

SBA Chief Executive Officer
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03   SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

Board Meetings 

A quorum was present at all FY26 Board Meetings.   

The resignation of two Board members – Phil McFarlane and Michelle Scalzi occurred in June 2026.  

Paul Jasniach was appointed President, replacing Phil McFarlane in this role. Both Marty Pask and 

Lisa Curtis were appointed to a casual vacancy/non-voting Directors role throughout the year.  With 

Paul stepping into the President role, Lisa was appointed Treasurer. The Board thanks both Phil and 

Michelle for their significant contribution to the SBA.  

Meetings were chaired by the President Phil McFarlane until June and then Paul Jasniach following 

that.  All Board Members actively participated in robust and challenging discussions, with a diversity 

of opinions expressed.  All decisions were documented in minutes and conflicts of interest were 

noted. Board and strategic items are tracked in an action register and progress is reviewed at each 

Board Meeting. 

 
 

 

Jason Shugg 

SBA Secretary 

Board Member Position Oct Nov Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Total

Phil McFarlane President P P P P P P P 7

Paul Jasniach Treasurer/President P P P P P P P P P P 10

Gerrik Gratz Vice President P P P P P P P P P P 10

Jason Shugg Secretary P P P P P P P P P 9

Michelle Scalzi Director P P P P P P P P 8

Caroline Tuohey Director P P P P P P P P P P 10

Rachel Dolan Director P P P P P P P P P 9

Marty Pask Non-Voting Director P P P P P P P P P 7

Lisa Curtis Non-Voting Director P P P P P P 7

2025-2026 Board Meeting Attendance
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04   TREASURER’S 

REPORT 
 

I am pleased to present the Treasurer’s 

Report for the Southern Basketball 

Association (SBA) for the year ending 30 June 

2026. 

2026 was a successful year for the SBA, with 

solid participation levels and well-managed 

operations contributing to a strong financial 

outcome. The association continued to invest 

wisely in areas that support growth and 

enhance the member experience, resulting in 

a stable and positive year overall. These 

efforts translated into improved results on 

court and a consistently strong experience for 

players and families throughout the season. 

Financial Performance 
The SBA recorded a small loss after 

depreciation and amortisation, however it did 

achieve a modest operating surplus before 

these non-cash expenses, demonstrating day 

to day operations remain financially sound. 

Our upgraded canteen and barista coffee 

offering, together with the Sabres 

merchandise line, continued to perform 

strongly. These initiatives are expected to 

support financial performance again in FY27 

as they become further embedded in our 

game-day operations. 

Cash reserves remained strong, closing at 

$1.47m as at 30 June 2026. Maintaining this 

solid cash position is important for the SBA, 

ensuring we remain financially stable and 

well-placed to support the needs of our 

growing community. 

 As anticipated, expenses increased reflecting 

inflation levels and the ongoing maintenance 

of new courts and facilities. Despite this, costs 

were well controlled throughout the year, 

resulting in a favourable outcome compared 

with budget expectations. 

Capital Investment 
Throughout 2026, the SBA continued to invest 

in facility improvements to enhance the 

experience for players and spectators. This 

included installing eight new basketball rings 

on courts 5–8, undertaking works to reduce 

summer heat levels on courts 1–4, and further 

developing the canteen and service areas. 

These upgrades ensure our facilities remain 

modern, safe, and capable of supporting the 

growing demands of our community. 

Looking Ahead 
Looking ahead, the SBA remains focused on 

delivering a high-quality basketball 

environment and strengthening our role 

within the broader basketball community. Our 

priorities for the coming year include ongoing 

improvements to courts, amenities, and 

game-day operations, as well as continued 

investment in representative pathways, 

coaching development, referee programs and 

community initiatives. The Board has 

approved the FY27 budget, which aligns with 

the SBA’s strategic priorities and SBA vision. 

Acknowledgements 
In 2026, I will be stepping into the role of 

President, succeeding Phil McFarlane, whose 

leadership has been invaluable to the 

association. I look forward to continuing the 

strong foundations Phil has established. 

I will be handing over the Treasurer role to 

Lisa Curtis, who brings great capability and 

commitment to the position. I am confident 

she will serve the association exceptionally 

well. 

I extend my sincere thanks to all SBA staff, 

volunteers, members, and families for their 

ongoing support and involvement. Our 

achievements this year are a direct result of 

your dedication and passion for our club. 

We look forward to another year of growth, 

progress, and community connection. 

Paul Jasniach  

Treasurer, Southern Basketball Association 



SBA Annual Report FY26 6 

APPENDIX 01   FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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